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Latest snow forecast Updated: 8.20pm Tuesday 2 January 2018

Brace yourselves! It's going to get very stormy again in the Alps over the next
couple of days with high winds, heavy snow and heavy rain all in the mix again.
Once again the worst of the weather will be in the western Alps, with 1-1.5m
snow forecast above 2300m across the French Alps (excluding the far south),
The complete guide to... parts of Switzerland, the far north-west of Italy and perhaps even some parts of
western Austria.

Season progress report

Who got the most snow?

The snow quality

equation Resorts which could see 1.5m of snow at altitude by the end of Thursday include
Val d'Isére, Tignes, La Rosiére, Chamonix, Courmayeur and Zermatt. We stress
What is the Foehn? ‘at altitude’ because there will also be a lot of rain lower down, first on

Wednesday morning then, after a brief colder period, again on Thursday.
Avoiding rain
Unfortunately this rain will last longer than the rain we saw on Saturday, which
means a fairly major deterioration in snow conditions below 2000m or so. It
doesn’t mean that the snow will disappear completely - far from it! There is an
excellent and durable base in just about all major resorts. However, it will make
for some very unpleasant skiing conditions for a while.

Avalanche awareness
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Needless to say you should forget any off-piste for the time being and be
prepared for disruption if you are driving in the Alps, not just from snow but also
from flooding and the risk of landslides.

Over the next 48 hours, the eastern Austrian Alps as well as much of Italy (away
from the north-west) will see less significant precipitation totals but it will still be
windy, and often cloudy with showers at times.
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Huge snowfall totals are expected at altitude across the western Alps between now and Friday 5
January 2018 - Image: bergfex.com

Detailed weather & snow forecast:
Austria

On Tuesday night, showers will increase across the western and northern
Austrian Alps while the far south remains mostly dry. The rain/snow limit will
start quite low but rise towards 1500-1800m in the far west later.

Wednesday will be mostly cloudy with further showers or longer periods of
precipitation. The rain/snow limit will reach 2000m in the west in the morning
but will remain much lower in the more enclosed valleys of the central and
eastern Austrian Alps. Later in the day it will again fall towards 1000m in the
north and west. The far south of Austria will stay mostly dry until later in the day.

Thursday will again see lots of precipitation for the northern and western
Austrian Alps in particular while some parts of the far south stay completely dry.
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#Cervinia unexpectedly closed
again tomorrow following new
decree. No further details at this
time.
https://twitter.com/CerviniaValt/sta
tus/1320372177292623872
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Yesterday #MountNorquay
become the first Canadian resort
to open for skiing this season - its
earliest ever opening too.
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Contact us...

Got a burning question about
weather or snow
conditions in the Alps?

The rain/snow limit will start quite low but will quickly rise again to around 1500-
1700m.

France

Tuesday night will see rain and snow setting in across most parts of the French
Alps, though the far south may stay dry. The rain/snow limit will start at around
1000m but will rise to 1800m or higher later in the night. The far south may see
little or no precipitation.

Wednesday will start wet with snow above 2000m but rain below. There may be
a drier spell during the middle part of the day but the weather will close in again
later with further heavy precipitation. The rain/snow limit will descend again to
reach 1000-1300m by evening. The far south may again see little or no
precipitation.

Thursday will be very wet and increasingly mild again with the rain/snow limit
rising to between 2000m and 2300m. The far south may again see little or no
precipitation.

Light snow starting up again in La Clusaz late this afternoon - 2 January 2018 - Photo: laclusaz.com

Italy

Tuesday night will see some precipitation in the north-west of Italy (e.g.
Courmayeur, Cervinia) especially later in the night with a rain/snow limit starting
low but rising to 1600m later. Except for a few showers close to the French and
Swiss border regions most other regions will stay dry.

Wednesday will be mostly cloudy with showers or longer spells of rain/snow,
often light and patchy but heavier close to the Swiss and French border regions,
especially in the Aosta valley. By contrast, the far south-west (e.g. Limone)
should remain sunny. The rain-snow limit will be highly variable, reaching 1800m
or more in the west early in the day, but generally a bit lower further east and
lower everywhere later in the day.

It will remain unsettled on Thursday with further showers in places, again
heaviest in the far north-west. The rain/snow limit will be close to 2000m in the
west but considerably lower further east.

Switzerland

Tuesday night will see rain and snow moving in to the Swiss Alps from the west.
The rain/snow limit will start quite low, especially in the enclosed valleys, but will
rise towards 1800m or higher in exposed parts of the west later.

Wednesday will see rain and snow, heaviest in the north and west with the
rain/snow limit around 1800-2000m in the morning, lowering towards 1200m
later in the day. In the enclosed valleys of the eastern Alps the rain/snow limit
will be a bit lower, at around 1500m, and lower still in the south though any
precipitation here will be patchier.

Thursday will again be very wet with the rain/snow limit rising to above 2000m
in many parts, though lower in some enclosed valleys of the central and southern
Swiss Alps.
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Cloudy skies this afternoon in Arosa in eastern Switzerland - 2 January 2018 - Photo: arosa.ch

Outlook:

The weather will remain unsettled as me move towards the weekend, but with
the heaviest snow transferring to the southern Alps. The northern Alps, by
contrast, should become mostly dry.

Our next detailed snow forecast will be on Friday 5 January 2018, but
see Today in the Alps for daily updates




